THE CREED OF THE ARYAN FIGHTER

not that which we should expect from a divine Teacher
t'rom whom we demand rather that he shall encourage
always gentleness and saintliness and self-abnegation
and the recoil from worldly aims and cessation from the
ways of the world? The Gita expressly says that Arjuna
has thus lapsed into unheroic weakness, "his eyes full
and distressed with tears, his heart overcome by depres-
sion and discouragement," because he is invaded by
pit}, krpaydvistam. Is this not then a divine weak-
ness? Is not pity a divine emotion which should not
thus be discouraged with harsh rebuke? Or are we
in face of a mere gospel of war and heroic action, a
Nietzschean creed of power and high-browed strength,
of Hebraic or old Teutonic hardness which holds pity
to be a weakness and thinks like the Norwegian hero
who thanked God because He had given him a hard
heart? But the teaching of the Gita springs from an
Indian creed and to the Indian mind compassion has
always figured as one of the largest elements of the
divine nature. The Teacher himself enumerating in a
later chapter the qualities of the godlike nature in man
places among them compassion to creatures, gentleness,
freedom from wrath and from the desire to slay and do
hurt, no less than fearlessness and high spirit and
energy. Harshness and hardness and fierceness and a
satisfaction in slaying enemies and amassing wealth and
unjust enjoyments are Asuric qualities; they come from
the violent Titanic nature which denies the Divine in
the world and the Divine in man and worships Desire
only as its deity. It is not then from any such stand-
point that the weakness of Arjuna merits rebuke.
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